INCWS Lettel

May 2002 — Canadian Ain-Ebel Association

Dear fellow members

One year went by and we, as committee members are taking the time to reflect on our

achievements and future goals. In general it has been a good year where more and more

families have come together under the umbrella of the CAEA. This club can not exist
without your support and can not succeed without your contribution. Our coherence and
harmony has never been so demanded. Our goals for the future have never been more
focused and defined. We managed to layout the basis of a solid foundation for a strong
and lasting organization. This past year was filled with activities ranging from organized

Sahras to Xmas & Easter events to outings, picnics and special trips. We also managed to

bring the children together under an exciting and educational program that allowed them

to perform during numerous occasions. The best achievement of this year was the long
waited: “Return of the YOUTH”. This generation is currently presented by two full time
board members: Paul Haddad and Tony Boulos.

Having said all that, we can assure you that this was only the tip of the iceberg. The

CAEA committee has a 6 point layout for a futuristic view summarized as follows:

1. Bring all the Ain Eblis together under the CAEA wings. Achieve harmony and
consistency amongst all members of all age groups.

2. Establish a permanent physical and cyber link between our club in Canada, other Ain
Ebli clubs throughout the world and the mother village in Lebanon. This step is
highlighted by the introduction of a CAEA Web Site and a quarterly News Letter
exchanged with other Ain Ebli news letters from other clubs around the world.

3. Political involvement of the CAEA, locally, provincially and federally.

4.  Establish a permanent club house financed by direct contributions, revenues, events
and sponsorships. With a modest but determined commitment, this dream is just
around the corner from being a reality.

5. Establish a database of all Ain Eblis abroad under one reference highlighting our
strengths. This database will be the foundation of the new WWAC (World Wide
AinEbli Congress) which consists of all clubs joined together under one authority to
unite our work, expose our potentials and utilize our strengths.

6. Introduce the “Immigrants Festival” (Mahrajan Al-Moughtaribeen) to take place in
Ain Ebel on a yearly basis on the week of Eid El SAIDEH. The purpose of this festival
is to bring as many Ain Eblis together as possible in order to keep and strengthen our
ties for generations to come.

These are long and short term goals that can only be achieved by joining every little step

that each one of us takes. For those of you who did not join because we had no goals, we

say to you. its time you come on board; we need you. For those of you who have joined
already, we thank you, you made the big difference.

Director of Planning (J. Diab)
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The children’s activities
The children’s Christmas party was held on
December 9, 2001. It was attended by
members of all ages and was a great success.
The children’s group performed some songs
as well as demonstrated the traditional
Dabkeh Dance. Following a delicious meal
(which was prepared by ladies from our
community), Santa Claus arrived bearing
gifts and treats for all the children. To top
the evening off, a raffle was drawn and
various gifts (all donated from different
members) were won by many. The evening
was a great success, enjoyed by all.
The Easter party was held on March 24,
2002. Again, the children’s group performed
various songs that they had learned
throughout the year. The Easter Bunny came
hopping along with chocolate and candy
treats for the young ones. The Easter
gathering was also enjoyed by all that
attended.
The weekly children’s group came to an end
for the summer season on April 29, 2002.
We look forward to resuming a weekly
children’s group in the fall. Stay tuned for
details.
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New Years eve Ain Ebel Style

After numerous discussions and deliberations, the board decided, at the last minute to have an impromptu New

Year’s Eve Party.

We wanted to show our appreciation to all those people who became members, and we thought that having a

member’s only party would be the way.

So within a matter of days, a party was organized, people contacted, and the party was on.

Bill and Antoinette Diab graciously donated the use of their office hall, and the rest of the board pulled the rest
together. And what a New Years Eve party it was. Everyone brought their food and drinks, their dancing shoes,
and their party attitude and it all began. The food was abundant; the music played on till the wee hours of the
night, and 2002 was welcomed in good cheer and champagne.

Needless to say, it was a huge success, it was a chance to get together, celebrate and renew old bonds. It went
so well that the board decided to have another there similar parties, with one exception, it would be open to
non-members at a nominal fee.

For all those who attended and who made the evening a success, many thanks.

We hope these events, and attempts to bring us closer together, and to make sure that we stay a solid and
connected group will continue for many years to come.




Activities for the summer
- Wonderland late June (contact Rim for info)
- Bronte Creek Picnic July 07/2002
(Baseball B)
- Wild Water Kingdom July 28/2002

-“Our Lady of Lebanon” Festival in Lemington
August 09, 10 &11/2002
For reservation at the “Pelee Days Inn”
Room for a family of four for $109/night
A personal reservation should be made two
weeks prior to the date mentioned above.
For more information call Nabil or Nora.
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Notice
As you might know the election of a new
committee should take place during the last
week of May and the new elected team should
start the work on June.

To be able to better prepare the summer
activities we are suggesting that the election be
postponed to the first week of September and the
new year start at the same date.
Considering this, as a fact now that we didn’t
call for a general meeting and the election didn’t
take place yet if you disagree with our proposal
please make your points in writing so we can
take it into consideration.

Thank you.
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Keep your eyes open for Men’s Beach Volleyball starting in June of this year. You will receive an

email from us with all the info.

We will be hosting a pool tournament at a local pool hall in June of this year. Look for an email

from us soon.

If you are interested in playing beach volleyball and / or joining the pool tournament and would
like to get more information, contact Paul Haddad by phone at (416) 579-3774, or by email at

paulhaddadis@rogers.com, or Tony Boulos at (905) 890-0985.

Also we would like to inform you about a cultural activity starting in June concerning a series of
Historical Sessions (one night per week) covering Lebanon’s history and focusing on our region,

more information will be e-mailed to you later on.

We kindly ask you to take a couple of minutes and send an email to paulhaddadis@rogers.com so

we can record your email address for future notifications.

Thank you




“Lebanon, More Than Just A Country”
Written by: Rachelle Mackeigan

Each time I visit Lebanon, I am awestruck not only by the beauty of its
landscape, but also by the beauty of its people. The famous Lebanese
love for life, family, and God is something that is rare and unrivaled,
perhaps anywhere else in the world. From the generous land of Lebanon
come many wonderful things, but perhaps most wonderful of all is the
saints that have been born there. The three saints of Lebanon, St.
Hardini, St. Charbel, and St. Rafqa are all miraculous examples that
Lebanon is more than just a country. It is a mission of civilization, love,
and redemption for the Middle East and the entire world. Of the three
saints that Lebanon has produced, the one that has most often touched
my heart is St. Rafqa. Often described as “the salt of the earth and the
light of the world,” St. Rafqa’s grace and faith is an example and a pillar
of strength we can look to.

Her physical suffering was worse than anyone could ever imagine. As
her suffering progressed, her right eye became like an empty hollow,
with no eye. She could see a little, off and on, through her left eye but
eventually she lost her sight completely. She suffered great pain in both
eyes even after she became totally blind and the pain did not leave her,
day or night, until the day she died. In addition to total blindness, St.
Rafqa suffered from nose bleeding which caused the total weakening of
her body. She used to bleed about four times a week, and each time she
used to lose 1 liter of blood.

Pain spread all over her body that became dislocated. Her body was
extremely weak, her bones were dislocated and she became paralyzed.
She felt unbearable pain in her sides and toes. The bones of her right
side became dislocated and moved backward from their original place,
then disappeared from her body leaving a hollow with no trace of
wound. So too, was it the case with her right knee. The bones of her left
side became dislocated too, and went out of their place, piercing the
skin and becoming apparent. The bones of her shoulders were also
dislocated, piercing the skin and touching her neck. She stayed laying
on her right side until her death.

Amidst all her suffering, St. Rafqa never complained at all. In fact,
when her pain was the greatest she would pray, “For God’s glory, in
participation with Jesus’ Passion and with Your crown of thorns, my
Lord”. Through her great love of Jesus, Mary, and St. Joseph as well as
through the sacrifice of her great physical suffering, God has performed
many miracles through her. The first miracle made through her
intercession, was with mother superior Ursula Doumit who was cured
from an abscess in her neck after putting on it soil from St. Rafqa’s
tomb.

Thousands of miracles have poured: resurrection of a dead, cure from
cancer, cure from paralysis, cure from kidney and stomach diseases,
cure from head diseases, cure from blindness, muteness, insanity, and
bleeding... The news of her miracles has spread and people from
everywhere now travel to her tomb, asking for some soil, in order to get
the blessing of curing.

At dawn, on the 23™ of March 1914, St. Rafqga was finally granted
peace. The secret of her sainthood is that she embodied the image of
Jesus, the Savior, with her weak body and simple life.

All of you who come from the beautiful land that is Lebanon are truly
blessed to belong to part of such a great miracle. All of us can take
comfort in knowing that St. Rafqa, along with the other saints, is
watching over Lebanon and the world.

St. Rafqa, the Lebanese Maronite Nun — (1832-1914)
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